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"THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

ABINGDON. 



TT is evident that the name of 
^ Abingdon is derived from its once 
famous Abbey, before the building 
whereof, it was called Sheoveftiam, 
this Monaftry was of the Behedidtine 
order, and founded by Heane, Nephew 
to Cifla, Father to king Ina, about the 
Year 6y6. William the Conqueror 
kept Eafter here, and left his youngeft 
fon Henry to be educated by Robert 
d'Oyly, a great benefaftor to this 
place. Many men eminent for their 
quality, learning and virtue, lay inter- 
red in the Church of this Abbey ; but 
all memorials of them were diftroyed, 
with mbft of the buildings, at the time 
of the Reformation. 

The 
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4 HISTORY OF ABINGDON. 

The Town was made a free 
borough and corporation by charter 
from Q. Mary !• which was procured 
at the intereft of Sir John Mafon, a 
native of it, arid privy counfellor to 
that Queen:? The government is by 
a Mayor, Bailiffs and Aldermen. Thte 
Mannor and Lordlhip were formerly 
the demefnue of the Abbey, but-are 
now Veftcd in the Corporation. The 
Mafket-houfe is reckoned t^ie fineft 
in England, built tin very higfr and 
and grand pillafters of the corinthian 
order; over it is a large Guild-Hall^ 
for the Aflizes and other public buft- 
nefs. The Market-days are Monday 
and Friday. There are fix Fairs year* 
ly, namely, Joile 13 ; St. James, (Au- 
guft 5) ; Sept. i 3 ; St. Andrews, (Dec. 
ii); the firft Moftday in Leiitf and 
the Monday after old Michaelmas* 
day. . : 

, In this Town are two Churches, 

the 



, HISTORY OF ABINGDON. s 

the great pne, dedicated to St. Helen, 
is remarkable for its form of of build- 
ing, confifting of five parraUel Ailes, 
-with the Steeple at the North-eaft 
corner, fo that the breadth of the 
whole from North to South, exceeds 
its length from Eaft to Weft. 

The fmaller Church is dedicated to 
St, Nicholas, built by one of the Ab- 
^bots, on the increafe of iphabitants; 
- The Weft entrance under.the Tower, 
is;Worthy the obftrvation ofthe An- 
•tiquary* 

Both thefe Churches contain many 
ancient and curious Monuments, par- 
ticularfy in -.St. Helen's a very fine 
modern one for Mrs Hawkins, but 
their infcriptions brevity obliges us to 
omit, in order to infert the following 
antique Copy of verfes from a tablet 
hung up in thse hall of Chrift's Hofpital, 
in St. Helen's Church-yard, containing 



6 HISTORY OF ABINGDON. 

a quaint and intereffing detail of the 
Behefaftors, and building of Burford 
and Culham Bridges; whereby the 
great London Road was brought 
through this Town, which in fome 
degree fuppUed the fubfequent lofs of 
the Abbey, by influencing travellers 
to take this rout from London tp 
Gloucefter, &c. inftead of going, as 
before, by way of Wallingford and 
Dorchefter, (in Oxfordlhire) which 
Towns, efpecially the latter, are 
thought tp have decayed in confc- 
quence. 

JHcnrici, qainti Regia qaarto rcvolato 

Anno Rex idem pontem fundavit utrumquc. 

Supra locum binam Bor/brJ diCium Culham-ford« Sec, 

Kinge> Henry the fift, in the fifto f his Raine, -UhLkA^iii 
At Burforde anjd Ctdham did Bridges build twain 
Bctwcnc thcfc t^co .Places, but Abcudon moft 
The Kyngea high wayes now may be efely paft 
In M. C.C.C.C. and tenne more by fixe. 
This fo pious Werke did his Majefticfix, 
. Ye Paflcngers nowe who fbal travailc this waye« 
Bcfurc that y^ mindc for the Fouider to prayc. 

Of 



HISTORY OF ABINGDON- t 

Of 9IIC Wcrks in this Worldc that ever were moogdc 
Holy Chirche is chefe, there Children beencher^d^ ^ 
' For be Bapt^ thefe Barnefr to Blifle been ibcought, 
Thoroagh the grace of Cod« and fayre'refrAied. 

Anp^her bliiJed befm^ is Brigj^ to make 
There, that the Pdpul may not pafle after gfa^ ShQWift, j^^^^^^e/ 

Dole it is to drawe a deed Body but of a lake; 
That was MUd in a fOunt ftoon> and a felovr of onte^, 

Kinge l€nry the fltt|l in his fourthe yere« 
Hehath^fooncnbrhis folke a Bri^ein Berie/cigre, 

For' Cartis vt^ith Cariage may gojd and come dere« 
That many Venter? afoie were marfbd^in the myre ; $!?^5~ 

And fbm ooteof her fadtps flctte to the groundc, JTet^e^ (^^J 
Went forthe in tho4/Vater wift no man whare» 

Five Wekys after, or they were ifoonde^ 
Her Kyn and her knowlech caught hem nppe with ciire« /<t^<^<^ri 5^gj 

Then the Commons of Abtndon cryed on the Kynge, 
Upon Dtikes akikd'Lovdes that were in this Londe 

The Kytoge Yikdiitm be^pnieJ^^gn^Qoddts blffling^' ^0n 
4nd<fl(iak6 k alfoitron^as thejL coathe with ftone/lyme 

(or fondc* 

Apen theMday of Seynt -^/3flw they began^l this ^amci^. ' * 

And John Huchyns layde the firftc Stoon intheKy^ge'a ' ♦ 

Sir Peris Bejtllis^ Kn)^ht, curteys and keendi, (name« 

For his Fadir foije, and his Frend^s, hftdM as heTcholde 

He gaf hem iftonys inowhe into the Wflcys chde, 

Alfo Mon^g as they nedid, fcche|[hem if they woldc. 

Then crafty men for for the Querryjaade Crows of yrc, 

Wcges, and Wayes, and mony^Sy^^SB ^£^^^/h^^m\ 
^^r^ jff^r^Sr tad pay hem her hyrc,' « ^ 

Then 
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Tfen atuft. they b«vc MoOl4cs to a^ake on thit .bQwyv "^ 
They i|$kidier Cartes^ and ^ft for her ch|fyog, 
fyuH^^ TAcyiopdc oftt the Funde^Mmt and layde in la igt dopes 

They rcjrftd up^hc Arch^ J)c Gc»y||c in ryl^g, Cwrvu^ 
/^vy/ry\ "With xi Laborers Iaiiipiqg .et ony&r 

^i!%erapasMiterinowhe> floi»e^lyrQe»aiid^isa¥i;l« 
WerkeiQtaalswife as they.coude fyade any,, 
Aodever bad ^c^BarbqQT pay for har tray^iji ' 

Til a M. nuitk be ^nde jephe a peny. 

Theftthe ftsengthc <^tbe ftr^eme aftoned hem $fqi\gcu 
In JaboDandlavyog^mo^be: Money was \9^rff,\(&>S^ 
' 2rhereIo«ed heni a XM^^m&^ wzf^xvsihA^og^M 
. Ke hdpe &op ^ftreme tUi A.e wjsrk^ wf k« ^<>ieC» 
It was a folaccfto fe« in ar AmH»r feCoo/^ i 

C»C.C. I wyfiiworkyug at^Onyiky 

HiL'iuid iiii. realyd be refonlt* | 

To wf fee who wroi^tbeft were fist fodr-jkhe itionce. I 

The Pc^lcq>rc»cki her power with thcf^^^^ ^ic^aCsctL) j 

Vie.]s4tt(J^.s&l mfl%]uo^Ied<fight 
^ith.Spadeaand JSdaQBd| s ther made.fsKni mi^U- S<hovtlU ^ 
Mat mm myght here hem thens a Myle, j 

\N/tVa 5 ^IJHBSwent outetpwijeJhQWthey wtpnght, (j£»?^^ 

v. iwHpfei n a Fk)^,>t was a fayic fight ; | 

In bo^ clothes bright, white firede they brought; j 

Cheekaod'Ca^^es^lerelych a dyglu. (A/u^^t^t£^ f j 

Thefe wereii ttic^Qyches i diged in fuMlharde grpand^^ { 

And i cad up to. arere with the wey, 

SMhen they were ifet with aftuyk mownd^tf ' 

To holdQ in Ihe m^fiiaakAr ever and ay^ 
*^Th'c Godc LoiSafkicnM, of Jus Londe, 
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HISTORY OF ABINGDON.- -i . ' 

f or tKe breed of the Bridge xxiiii. foltlarge, (Vr^^^^) 
It wasagreet focouf ofErtheand of Sozide; * j 

y^ And^the abated the rent of the Barge. . , . ' I 

^: An C. Pownde, and xvli. W2ls- truly payed* ^ ' 

k hrmg^^ Bc the Jlondes of John Hmtkyns and BattbeiyMy, ^ ! 

wL For the Wage and the Barge, thns'tt muft be faydli 

W^ " Thereto witricflettfi«'«^d?», and many oon moo« 

^y^ For now is Cutham HitBe^ icom to an ende, 

^ An al the contre tlfe,l)etter, and no man the worfe; 
v^ Few Folke there were coude that ^^ay Wende, 

Bttt they waged a^we d»>or payed of her Puxfc \ &i^ a.f£x.dfC) 
Andif hweiea Beggerhadbreediniiisbagge* \ ^ 
He fchalde be ij^ht foone ibid for to goo abbote ; ^^ i^ 

V And of the pore peayle« the h&eward wol drfaalAgb ( &^^^^ y^ ) 

A hood of a girdel; andletchetti goo withoute. 
ivianjr moo myfcLeves thctc wer?I ia^* 
6ii/&<«»r /fiVi&^ hath caufid many a CQrfe; 

I bh'ffed be our Helpers, we have a bettet W^^ WSiLif e. ^ 

Withou^any Peny for Cart and for HOffe.- 
4 Thus 2(|flprd«d the Kynge and the Co%y«nt« 

And the CoiAmom ofMendsf^, as ^e Abbot w^Ide^ 
Thtm they wert^Wed^ and fet al in oon aflenf^ - 
That al the Brekynges of the Brifgc, the Town |m ^S^/^Ar J 
\k This was prev(*d A^e klfo in Btrlement, (fcholdcr ^ 

I In perpetual pees to have and to hold e; 

This tale is itolde in noon other efttent« gs 

\ . But for Myrthe, and in memory toyonge and oldc; 

Ira^ every good Body that gothe on this Bri^e; 
Bid for the Barbour jentil Jeffray^ . 

That clothed many a poye Man toT>ed and to rflL^tj^jg- 
And hathe holpe to Rentis to holde up this wage : waLt 
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wicV^ The w i ii eh Rentes right tre we Men have I rake% on 



A^nd< 



And £icioiifly governed heinhereafter ) 



rich 



Ibut he 
rnde» 






It fchal|j^be knowcn openly, -he do tlfhymfelfe begyle, 
I cooncel every Creature to kepe hnn from the Curfe 
For of this Tre0 wi]%I no more idle. 
And be not fc covetous to your owne Pnrfc, 
For peril of the Pey^ in the Pit of HcJle. 
Now God geve us grace to folowe Treuthe even. 
That we may have a Place in the Blyflfe of Heven* 

Amen. 
-tF- A. B. I. N. D. O. N. R. F. I. 

Take the firft letter of youre fourc 
Fader, with A, the werker of WejjVVex 1 
and I, andN. the colore of a Afle; fet 
- them together, and tel mee yf you can, 
what it is than. 

Richarde Fannande^ Ire%mongcr, 
hathe made this Tabul, and fet it here 
in the Yere of Kyng\fl£i2;^the fextc tkn^Af 
XKXVI.tc 

ThjLs borough fends one Burgefs to 
Fadiament. 



FINIS. 

l/t//u) SO h,wL<j^c. Ae-^^w 
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